
In the process of social transition in
contemporary China, women have
more opportunities for education
and career development, however
unfortunately, the traditional
concept of male supremacy
remains. Single women are
increasingly targeted by both their
families and the public in recent
years for violating expected social
norms. In this study, the violence
triangle model of Johann Galtung
is used as the theoretical basis to
explore the status of Chinese single
women in contemporary China.
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Cultural violence
Ⅰ.  Chinese single women challenges traditional patriarchal culture; 
Ⅱ. Chinese single women challenges traditional family forms and marriage 
cultural expectations; 
Ⅲ. In the name of collectivist culture, the existence of single women is opposed 
in contemporary China; 
Ⅳ. In the name of filial piety culture, the existence of single women is opposed 
in contemporary China.

Structural violence
1. Employment 
discrimination; 
2. Policy restrictions on 
purchasing housing and 
reproductive rights; 
3. Systematic troubles and 
harassment in daily life; 
4. Limited freedom of 
speech or expression.

Direct violence
1. A push for single women 
to get married through 
devaluation, sympathy, and 
shame views;
2. Mocking single women in 
casual social interaction;
3. Gender based ‘women-to-
women’ violence (single 
women are subjected to 
hostilities, mainly from 
married women). 

32 participants were interviewed
on their experiences as single
Chinese women in 13 cities of
mainland China in 2017.
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My filedtrip in China

This study contributes to expanding
the concept of gender-based violence
from private to public violence, from
personal to collective violence, and
from direct and structural violence to
cultural violence.
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