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Questions and 
observations 

generated through 
practice in a 

women’s shelter

resulted in a first 
community 

mobilizing project 
on DV/IPV  in HH St. 

Pauli (19990ties) 

study and research, 
conceptualization of 
a community based 

prevention and 
intervention model : 

StoP (2000s)

pilotphase: 
implementing the 

model in a 
multicultural 

neighborhood in 
Hamburg 2009

development of a 
StoP curriculum for 
professional social 

workers and 
community activists 

(2013, ongoing)

replication of the 
StoP-model: five 

cities/nine 
neighborhoods 
(2014, ongoing) 

comparative 
research on the 
work in different 

communities (first 
steps)

Why are always women and children
leaving their homes and communities, 

taking all the hardships? Are we part of
making violence invisible by taking care of

it behind closed doors? Can we do 
something else?

Violence doesn‘t happen on an isolated island. 
There are eye- and ear witnesses, bystanders, 
neighbors and friends who know. Community 
matters: norms, gender concepts, solidarity. 
Combination of knowledge about DV/IPV and
community work.

-systematic review of literature and research data 
on IPV, programs on domestic violence and 
services, of social capital and community cohesion, 
different concepts of community work, community 
safety, govermentality studies and the 
transformation of the social and the welfare state.
-documentation, structured reflexion of the co-
mobilizing done

1. find and 
secure 

resources 

2. community 
assessment: 
explore, ask, 

listen, observe 

3. bring people 
together, build 

community 
groups

4. the group 
creates 

materials, does 
outreach  

action 
research, 

involving more 
people

5. establish 
cooperations in 
the community

6. establish
bridges into

official support
system

7. stabilize 
networks, 

broaden and 
expand your 

work with the 
community

8. support
connections
and actions

above the level
of the

community

Basics and Starting points
Over the last 40 years much has been achieved: 
the silence around violence against women was 
broken, support systems have been established, 
research has been done and studies published, 
laws changed, so did gender roles and the public
debate. Official papers recognise, „that violence
against women is a manifestation of historically
unequal power relations between women and
men“ (Istanbul Convention 2011, Preamble).
But:
• Prevalence of genderbased violence, DV/IPV 

is (still) high in Germany and all over the EU 
(FRA 2014, BKA 2018)

• Rate of diclosure and helpseeking with regard
to established responses - police, social
services - is low and limited (FRA 2014, 
BMFSFJ 2012; Kavemann 2012) 

• there is a growing anti-feminist backlash in 
the middle of many societies, proclaiming the
re-establishment of traditional gender
hierarchies and concepts

• responses to vicims/survivers and
perpetrators are overwhelmingly confined to
the tertiary level of prevention/intervention

Conclusion with regard to the response system -
two gaps , one contradiction and an amendment
 gap between established responses and

target groups
 gap between the primary level (laws, policy

making broad public debates and campaigns) 
and the tertiary level (shelters, counseling, 
trainings) of prevention

 contradiction between the insights in 
structural rootcauses of VAW and the
predominance of responses on idividual level

 Developing a model situated on the
secondary level of prevention/intervention, 
integrating elements of primary and tertiary
interventions

A work in progress between
social work practice, and
research, academia and
activism…

Initially 20 interviews with community
stakeholders (30 key persons)
5 semistructured interviews with stop acitvists, 
2 focus group interviews, documentation of
meetings, action research: 695 interviews

5 trainings, 75 participants, all 
genders, germany and Ausria,11 
days plus selforganised studies

Hamburg, 
Dresden, Vienna, 
Braunschweig, 
Glinde

Cooperation welcome, 
resources needed!

Why do neighbors get involved?
- the issue:
„Before it started I knew things were happening in the neighborhood. 

Violence is everybodies business. I was very glad for such a project to start
here“ (Ha, StoP2 )
- helping others:
„because I am.. against any kind of violence, it naturally spoke to me and
immediately I was ready to help these people and to help in our
neighborhood“ (Ru, StoP1.)
- people/relations:
„She asked us and we said ok, but because it was Z. and we know her and

trust her“ (Se., Ze., StoP2)
- Previous positive experiences with community acitivsm:
“For me it was important to move something in the neighborhood.. there is a 
good network here and you can easily find allies for ideas, ... there are so 
many things we already initiated here. .. It is the kind of optimism, that here
you can really do something“ (Ro, StoP 1)

Feed-backs by neighbors:
„Just take our house for example. Are 38 families. 
Changing of course. But .. it was very anonymous. 
And then I took my flyers and got started. …And
with three families.. I am so speechless .. we have
rejected each other .. not only I them. Also the
other way round. So much has come out of it that
I am convinced a) they will spread the word and b) 
I have a whole different attitude towards these
people, because they took a stand, which I would
never have assumed .. And that is for me .. so that
I can say ‚yes, it‘s worth it .. Continue‘."

What do community members
do? 
Give information, open their
door in crisis situations, connect
to shelters, show face, are
aware and say something, 
„mainstream“ problem of IPV 
into everyday life of the
community…
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