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Introduction

The importance and centrality of measuring direct physical violence in the measurement and analysis of violence is well recognized and widely debated (Walby et al., 2016). 
Physical violence is clearly of utmost importance, yet is not the whole story; indeed, some victims/survivors of ‘domestic violence’ and gendered interpersonal violence report 
non-physical, psychological, emotional and other forms of non-(directly)physical violence may be more impactful (Herman, 2015). Such issues echo longstanding debates on 
gender violence(s), direct physical violence and other non-physical or less directly physical violences, for example, representational, psychological, coercive control, and link 
back to debates on representational violence, and especially pornography. But, with the proliferation of the various forms of online violences and abuses (for example, revenge 
pornography, upskirting, happy slapping, sexual spycamming), there is a need to explore the nature and limits of violence and violation by way of a comparison of online 
violence/abuse/violation and in-the-flesh physical and psychological violences. We argue that clarifying and untangling these differences may make it easier to draw 
comparisons with ‘domestic’/offline/fleshy abuse, as well as physical/non-physical violences, such as representational, psychological, coercive control, as well as attending to 
their overlaps, intersections and combinations. 
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• The majority of domestic violence victims/survivors and sexual image- and text-based online violation are 
female (Cyber Civil Rights Initiative, 2017; ONS, 2018). 

• Around 90% of revenge porn prosecutions were domestic violence/abuse-related. 
• In this way, revenge porn can be seen as yet another form of, or extension of domestic violence, that 

includes psychological, physical (in)direct, sexual, financial or emotional violence. 

Discussion
• It’s problematic, limiting violence to physical violence and illegal violence, 

(Walby et al. 2017), given to the relationship between DV and OV with 
(un)intended, less direct, less obviously violating and as yet unknown, acts 
that cause harm that may impact as much, if not sometimes more, on the 
victim.

• OV is in part, a development of the process, and change over time of DV, 
through the interconnection of online and offline violence, which may have 
a delayed impact too. 

• Violence, abuse and harassment can occur together both offline and 
online, and in public and private spaces. For some people, especially 
younger people, the online-offline distinction may not be meaningful, or at 
least becoming less meaningful.

• Domestic violence from accusations of infidelity and coquetting can be seen as a form of the range of 
practices of revenge, specifically interpersonal revenge, and overlaps with revenge porn. 

• Revenge in both offences can be viewed ways of dealing with, and coping with, such emotions and social 
relations as disappointment, communication issues, loss, punishment, shaming, conflict and antagonism 
(Yoshimura, 2007).

• Revenge can be material and/or symbolic. It can be direct, involving getting one’s presumed ‘just’ and 
material desserts, or extracting yet more than that, or it can be more tangential and symbolised in specific 
textual or representational acts. 

• Domestic violence often occurs within the private sphere where the perpetrator/victim reside (ONS, 2018). 
• Conversely, sexual image- and text-based online violation via cell phones, accessing various online 

platforms, is largely in the public sphere. 
• Whilst both crimes are intentional behaviour to harm another, the revenge porn victim has less opportunity 

to defend themselves (Slonje, Smith, & Frisén, 2013). And, online material is almost impossible to remove 
so the violence and abuse can also last in perpetuity (Svoboda, 2014).

• In most examples of domestic violence, the perpetrator is in close proximity, whereas in revenge porn the 
perpetrator has the ability to remain anonymous and may be anywhere in the world facilitated by the 
affordances of computerised communication networks (Wellman, 2001).

• Whereas domestic violence may be confined to a private chain of events between the perpetrator and 
victim/survivor revenge porn on the other hand may lead to a chain of events, occurrences, times and 
places beyond itself. For example, victim/survivors have experienced ‘embarrassment, reputation ruination’ 
and some have also faced stalking, harassment and threats of being gang raped because their personal 
information was also out in the public domain (Lichter, 2013). 

• In domestic violence the violence and abuse tends to be direct to the victim/survivor. Thus, the offence is 
often private, and not necessarily known by others occurring in the domestic realm and may also be related 
to specific times (e.g. after work, social events). 

• Whilst revenge porn may be directed to the (ex-)partner it can also be targeted to their family, friends and 
work colleagues, as well as for consumption, and sexual pleasure of others (un)known. 

• Revenge porn also differs in that the offence may last in perpetuity, and an endless reproducibility, since 
material posted online is almost impossible to revoke and can be shared in a relatively short amount of 
time. 

• Domestic violence has historically developed primarily through the use of the body as a technology (e.g. 
arms, hands/fists, legs, feet, head, torsos etc.), and weapons (e.g. sticks, canes, rope, guns, knives, as well 
as less purpose-built items such as kitchen equipment, telephones, sports equipment). However, it also 
entails other less obviously directly physical forms of violence and abuse, as with control of money, friends 
and family, pets, mobility, and so on. Each of these latter forms use different non-human (e.g. objects, 
media) and human (listening, observation, persuasion, belittling, etc.) technologies and affordances. 

• Online violation goes one step further in dealing with non-immediate technologies and affordances, and the 
many open-ended and undefined possibilities of ICTs for violation. These include bringing such features to 
everyday life as: time/space compression of distance and physical separation, instantaneousness in real 
time; asynchronicity; reproducibility of images; creation of virtual bodies; blurring the ‘real’ and the 
‘representational’; broader bandwidth, wireless portability and globalised connectivity; personalisation, and 
blurring, even abolition, of online/offline boundaries. 

• The separation of DV and OV is not so straightforward, at least for many with access to the latter 
technologies. Southworth et al. (2007) found that fax machines, e-mail, Internet-based harassment, global 
positioning systems, spy ware, video cameras, and online databases had also been used in domestic 
violence and abuse…revenge porn being one of several means of continuing DV via OV.

• Although there are differences between direct violence and online violating representations of sex, sexuality 
and violence, which may, or may not, be representations of previous or real-time sex, sexuality and violence, 
there are also all sorts of connections and crossovers between violent practices and representations of sex, 
sexuality and violence. Representations are practices and are the result of practices. Online violating 
representations can also have very harmful effects and effects that are experienced as harmful. Slippages 
around these questions of practice-representation are one, but not the only, reason for comparing domestic 
violence and online violence.  
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• Pre-story Pre-story
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motivation
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• Form of 
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psychological, emotional, isolation

• Not directly physical, 
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distribution
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